
 

Smithville Rotary Club 
Merit Badge College Prerequisites 

 
 

Dog Care/Pets 
 

All Scouts should read the merit badge book prior to the college.  Here is what should be ready for 

each requirement: 

1. be prepared to discuss the historical origin and domestication of the dog, some common 

characteristics of the seven dog groups. Also be prepared to discuss a specific characteristic 

of each or give a short history of one breed. 

2. Be prepared to point out and name at least 10 body parts 

3. Be prepared to explain the points of this requirements. 

4. Keep/Start you log of how you keep and care for your dog 

5. Be prepared to explain the correct way to train a dog 

6. Be prepared to discuss/explain the points of this requirement 

7. Be prepared to discuss/explain the points of this requirement 

8. Visit a vet hospital or animal shelter be be prepared to give a report to your counselor. 

9. Be prepared to discuss the laws and ordinances involving dogs in your community 

10. Find 3 Careers working with dogs. Pick one and find out about the education, training and 

experience required for the career.  

 

Time permitting we will also try to complete the Pets merit badge.  If you wish to do this, also 

complete the following: 

1. Present evidence that you have cared for a pet for 4 months(must be separate from the log 

for dog care) 

2. Write in 200 words or more about the care, feeding, and housing of your pet. Tell some 

interesting facts about it. Tell why you have this kind of pet. Give local laws, if any, relating 

to the pet you keep. 

3. Show that you have read a book or pamphlet, approved by your counselor, about your kind 

of pet. Discuss with your counselor what you have learned from what you read. 

4. Complete one of the requirements and be prepared to explain it to your counselor 

 
 

Please download and use the Merit Badge workbooks from Meritbadge.org for these prerequisites. 
Electronic copies of Merit Badge books may be available upon request. 

 


